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tian love. The resurrection of bigotry followed close upon the
Resurrection of Christ Himself.

Already in Apostolic times violent personal hostility towards
heathen and heretic had shown distinct signs of raising its
hydra head. Many of the early theologians, though good and
courageous men in other respects, exhibited, even in the days of
their persecution by the Romans, a bitterness towards dis-
senters and a readiness to ascribe to them the worst motives,
which foreshadowed the adoption of the persecuting habit by
the Church as soon as it, in its turn, acquired a position of
dominance. There is nothing like a strong consciousness of
one's own righteousness and a contemptuous pity for those
dwelling in outer darkness, for producing a state of mind which
is only separated by a step from the mentality of the inquisitor.
The dispensing of gifts by one who places himself on a pedestal,
only too often masks uncharitableness in the heart. This is,
above all, the temptation of the missionary.

The open-minded spirit of Buddhism is shared by all other
Traditions of Indian origin. It proceeds partly from the
Oriental temperament, which tends to ^ non-interference and,
in the case of cultivated intellects, from the realization that
any one man's vision of the truth is likely to be only very
partial in this relative world. The idea of the same truth
presenting a different appearance when looked at from several
view-points, and of various paths converging upon it, is familiar
in Eastern thought. Furthermore, with so impersonal a con-
ception of Divinity as the Orient tends to hold, it is almost im-
possible for anyone to fall into the state of thinking that he
stands in a privileged position in regard to God. An anthropo-
morphic habit in referring to the Godhead, makes it easy to
ascribe to It partisan sentiments of the most blasphemous kind.
The believer with God on his side, does not take long to identify
his own rivals with God's enemies. When he finds himself
worsted he comforts himself with the crown of martyrdom. In
his eyes the besetting sin is rebellion; to the Buddhist and
Hindu it is Ignorance. Nevertheless the Buddha and other
Indian teachers, being aware of the human tendency to faction,
showed foresight in formally condemning the sin ol irreverence
towards other religions, and thas cut the ground from under
the feet of potential bigots. An edict of the great emperor
Asoka, pattern for all humane rulers, who reigned in the third